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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 October 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1-3,5,6,15 and 16 is/are rejected. 

7) [X] Claim(s) 4 and 7-14 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) H The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)IEI The drawing(s) filed on 10/14/2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Objections to the Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 173. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on 
the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled 
in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference characters) not mentioned in the 
description: 171, 174,175,176, 178, 202, 201, 220, 237, 263, 268, 267, 265, 272, 
273, 275, 277, 281, 285. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121 (d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the 
description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of 
the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
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"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes 
are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "295" has been used to designate both "end count" and 
"sequence graphics". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing 
on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must 
be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant 
will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "109" and "110" have both been used to designate 
decoding means. See paragraph 35 in specification and figure 5. Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
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the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes 
are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 



Objections to the Specification 

5. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the Claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). 
Correction of the following is required: Claims 14-16 refers to the encoding means 
comprising optical scanner, handheld optical scanner and magnetic card reader 
which is not provided for in the specification. For the purpose of examination 
examiner believes that "encoding means" was meant to mean "data entering 
means." 



Objections to the Claims 

6. Claims 14-16 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 14- 
16 refers to the encoding means comprising optical scanner, handheld optical 
scanner and magnetic card reader which are not provided for in the specification. 
For the purpose of examination examiner believes that "encoding means" was 
meant to mean "data entering means" because of paragraph 35 of the specification. 
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7. Claims 4 and 7-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
Claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base Claim and any intervening Claims. 

Rejections Under 35 U S.C. 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more Claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
Claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly Claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

9. Re Claim 6, Claim 6 contains the trademark/trade name Microsoft Access, 
Microsoft SQL Server, and Oracle. Where a trademark or trade name is used in a 
Claim as a limitation to identify or describe a particular material or product, the Claim 
does not comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. See Ex 
parte Simpson, 218 USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 1982). The Claim scope is uncertain 
since the trademark or trade name cannot be used properly to identify any particular 
material or product. A trademark or trade name is used to identify a source of 
goods, and not the goods themselves. Thus, a trademark or trade name does not 
identify or describe the goods associated with the trademark or trade name. In the 
present case, the trademark/trade name is used to identify/describe a relational 
database and, accordingly, the identification/description is indefinite. 
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Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1,3,5,6 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Horii US 6,460,056 hereinafter "Horii" 

11. Re Claim 1 , Horri discloses: 

12. A method for pictorially communicating to sighted persons who cannot read a 
standard alphanumeric text; (Note that this is intended use and Horn's invention 
need only be capable of communicating with people who cannot read a standard 
numeric text to read on the Claim), the informational content of that text comprising 
the steps of: 

13. converting an alphanumeric text to a machine-readable set of informationally 
corresponding data; (Column 2 lines 60-67. Note that when the text is inputted and 
stored in the storage device it must inherently be converted to machine readable 
informationally corresponding data.) 

14. scanning said first machine-readable set of informationally corresponding data so 
as to obtain an informational content data set; (Horii discloses that machine readable 
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data is "read out" of a "information storage device" in column 3 lines 5-10. "Reading 
out" machine readable data is a type of scanning.) 

1 5. correlating said informational content data set with one or more hieroglyphs that 
are representative of the actions, physical objects and the relationship between said 
actions and said physical objects presented by said informationally corresponding 
data set; ( Column 3 lines 8-15. Note that here the picture information is correlated 
though a image dictionary and discloses sign language as a potential type of 
hieroglyph which will indeed be representative of the actions, physical objects and 
the relationship between said actions and said physical objects presented by said 
informationally corresponding data set.) 

16. and arranging said one or more hieroglyphs syntactically to pictorially represent 
said informationally corresponding data set for said sighted persons thereby to 
inform said sighted person of said actions, objects and the relationship between said 
actions and said objects as was originally presented in said standard alphanumeric 
text. (Column 3 lines 55-59. Note that sign language is arranged syntactically to 
pictorially represent said informationally corresponding data set for said sighted 
persons thereby to inform said sighted person of said actions, objects and the 
relationship between said actions and said objects as was originally presented in 
said standard alphanumeric text.) 

17. Re Claim 3: Horri discloses: 

18. A system for pictorially communicating to sighted persons who cannot read a 
standard alphanumeric text, the informational content of that text comprising: 
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19. data entering means for acquiring alphanumeric text; (Column 2 lines 57-60. 
Note that data entering means this was disclosed as potentially a keyboard in figure 
6 of the application.) 

20. encoding means for converting said alphanumeric text into a machine-readable 
set of informationally corresponding data; (Figure 1 and column 2 lines 57-60. Data 
is stored in character information storage by the CPU after input.) 

21 . recognition and decoding means for correlating said informational content data 
set with one or more hieroglyphs that are representative of the actions, physical 
objects and the relationship between said actions and said physical objects 
presented by said informationally corresponding data set and arranging said one or 
more hieroglyphs syntactically to pictorially represent said informationally 
corresponding data set for said sighted persons thereby to inform said sighted 
person of said actions, objects and the relationship between said actions and said 
objects as was originally presented in said standard alphanumeric text; (See figure 1 
and column 3 lines 5-15 and 54-50. Note that the acquisition, correlation a displaying 
of data is preformed by the device in figure 1 according to the description in the 
specification.) 

22. Note that 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6 th was invoked here, however after reviewing the 
specification, and in light of paragraph 31 of the specification, no additional limitation 
for the data entering means, encoding means, or recognition and decoding means 
was established because it is reasonable to interpret that applicant intended the 
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means plus function to include any reasonable means for accomplishing the given 
function. 

23. Re Claim 5 Horii discloses: The system according to Claim 3 wherein said 
correlation of said informational content data set with one or more hieroglyphs 
includes a relational database. See figure 1 element 6 the image dictionary is a type 
of relational database. 

24. Re Claim 6 Horii further discloses, the system according to Claim 5 wherein said 
relational database is selected from the group consisting of Microsoft Access, 
Microsoft SQL Server, and Oracle. These relational databases are not described in 
the Claim or the reference and trademarks describe the source of a product not the 
product itself therefore no additional limitation to Claim 5 is provided by the 
trademarks listed in Claim 6. Therefore the previous rejection to Claim 5 still applies. 

25. Re Claim 16 Horii discloses the system according to Claim 3 wherein said data 
entering means are selected from the group consisting of a keypad, optical scanner, 
and magnetic card reader. Horii discloses the keypad in figure 1 element 10. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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26. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Horii as 
applied to Claim 1 above, and further in view of Middlebrook US 5,713,740 
hereinafter Middlebrook . 

27. Re Claim 2 Horii discloses all the limitations of Claim 1 . However Horii does not 
disclose: The method including scanning the alphanumeric text with an optical 
character reader so as to convert the alphanumeric text to the machine-readable set 
of informationally corresponding data. However Middlebrook discloses converting 
alphanumeric text into machine-readable data by virtue of optical character 
recognition. (See column 3 lines 10-25) Note for one to scan a written magazine 
such that a computer could recognize the text, constitutes using optical character 
recognition. The motivation would be to enable a user to rapidly and economically 
obtain information about a written text such as a magazine. (See column 1 lines 53- 
55 and column 3 lines 10-25). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the two references to obtain the aforementioned 
advantages. 

28. Claim 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Horri 
Middlebrook and Neukermans et al US 6229139 hereinafter "Neukermans". 

29. Re Claim 1 5 Horii discloses all of the elements of Claim 3 Horri does not 
disclose: The system wherein said data entering means comprises a handheld 
optical scanner. Middlebrook discloses converting alphanumeric text into machine- 
readable data by virtue of optical character recognition. (See column 3 lines 10-25) 
Please note for one to scan a magazine one would certainly be using optical 
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character recognition. The motivation would be to enable a user to rapidly obtain 
information about a written text such as a magazine. See column 1 lines 53-55 and 
column 23 lines 10-25). Middlebrook does not disclose the size of the scanner, 
weather it is handheld. However Neukermans discloses a handheld optical scanner, 
which could be used with the present invention. See column 2 lines 48-68. The 
motivation to combine would be so that the scanner would occupy a very small 
volume and be portable and convenient to use. See column 2 lines 48-68. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the references to obtain the aforementioned advantages. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4,7-14 contain allowable subject matter. In claim 4 the machine-readable 
infomationally corresponding data set must be a flat Braille symbology. There is no 
motivation in the prior art of in the knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art 
incorporate Braille in this manner to the system of Horri. Liu US 5480306 provides 
converting text into bar codes so that the bar codes (similar to the Braille disclosed) 
can be read to play a sound associated with that word. However, this invention 
converts barcodes into sound and does not render it obvious to scan brail to convert 
into hieroglyphs. Claims 7-14 Depend from Claim 4 and therefore also include 
allowable subject matter. 
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Conclusion 



30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Motsinger whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1237. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

31 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marvin Lateef can be reached on 571-270-1245. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 

32. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 




272-1000. 
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